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EAST INDIA HOUSE; 


SKETCH or rus DEBATE, &e. 
OCTOBER 13, 1796. 


Tas Minutes of the laſt Court having been 
read, 


The Crairman informed the General Court, 
that he had received a letter from the Duk of Por- 
land, ſignifying his Majeſty's approbation of the 
propoſed plan of raiſing two regiments. 


The Chairman farther ſtated, that, upon recon- 
ſideration, the plan“ had been amended ſo as 
to meet the ideas ſuggeſted by his learned friend 
(Mr. Jackſon), at the laſt Court and to make the 


meaſure of their being called out depend more 


upon the diſcretion of the Chairman and deputy 
Chairman. 


The plan, and the Duke's letter having been 
read, together with the opinions of Mr. Serjeant 


=. „ 


Adair: Mr. Rous, Mr. Gibbs, and Mr. Anſtru- 


ther, the two former of which conſidered the plan 


to be illegal, and concrary to the 33d of the King, 
and the two latter pronouncing it to be legal), the 


* For the ſubſtance of the Plan and the proceedings of 


the former Court, vide — 
2 Chairman 
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Chairman gave an accurate and perſpicuous detail of 
the internab management of the Compny's concerns, 
the vaſt inereaſe of its commerce, and its conſequent 
increaſe of reſources. He ſpoke in handſome terms 
of the officers ofthe-Houfe; bearing teſtimony to 
their general merit, and the zeal and attachment 
they had all manifeſted on the preſent; occaſion,” 
After having ſtated the nature of the plan as it now 
ſtood, and explained the mode in_which it was in- 
tended that it ſhould be catried into execution, ſo 
ſo as to render it a conſtitutional force, regulated 
by the proviſions of the volunteer act, he ſaid.;he 
ſhould not have recapitulated a great part of what he 
had detailed at the laſt Court, had he not perceived 
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firſt opened the ſubject; hat he had on the 
former occaſion leſt unexplained, had been ſupplied 
by his worthy colleague with that preciſion, ability, 
and. perſpicuity,, to which he could not pretend. 
Wich reger to the opinign of, the Lawers, which. 
the Court had heard read, hey would oblcrye, chat 
they were two and two, conſequently they! left the | 
matter in ſome ſtate of .unceitainty : thar,, hows. 
ever, was not to, be odd at, nor need it: Me- 
vent their proceeding to the farther conſideration 
of the plan, as they might put the queltion of 
law totally afide,,lince- W. Ou allure the Court, 
that nine out of ten ot che ofſers to raiſe corps that 


were made to his Majeſty's: miniſtens wpre. not 
legal; but the piactice was to refer them to the 
conſideration of tie Law, Officers of the, Crown, 
his Majeſty's Attorney and Solicitor General, who, 
put them into a legal ſhape, and, where it was 

neceſſary to do ſo, made application to parlia- 

ment for that purpoſe... e. 
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Mr. Randle Fackſen deſired, before he made the 
few obſervations with which he ſhould think it 
neceſſary to preface the motion he was about to 
ſubmit to the Court, to offer his ſincere thanks to 
the Directors, for having ſo readily given way to the 
adjournment which had been pr d at the laſt 
Court, as by ſo doing they had fully ſanctioned 
and eſtabliſhed the wiſdom of that Bye-law, which 
enacted, that no extraordinary grant of money 
Mould take place without fourteen days notice: he 
himſelf and his friends had introduced and ſup- 
ported that law in the Committee, in the full con- 
viction, that it would be found among the moſt 
ſalutary of their inſtitutes; and experience had, 
upon more than one occaſion, confirmed its 
efficacy. Another advantage had ariſen from delay 
for which he alſo cordially thanked - the Directors, 
namely, that a part of the plan, which he had for- 
merly pointed out as exceptionable, had been fo 
altered as to meet what he knew to be the withes / 
of the proprietary; and the whole would now come 
forward with proper dignity and effect. Inſtead 
of being ſubject to the imputations of inſtuence or 
ſurpriſe, whatever the Court might that day agree 
ta, would be the reſult of due deliberation, and 
convince: the public, that chey acted from the pu- 
reſt motives, and from a proper ſenſe of the ſitua- 
tion of public affairs. The queſtion before them, 
he ſaid, naturally reſolved itfelf into three points, 
viz. Firſt, was the meaſure propoſed likely Ro ope- 
rate beneficially to the public? Next, was it likely 
to prove ſo to themſelves ?—And laſtly, admit- 
ting the affirmative of thoſe propoſitions, could they 
charge themſelve with the expence, conſiſtent with 
their exiſtingrlaws ? Theſe propoſitions, he ſaid, 
ſeemed to compriſe the general arguments which 

had 
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had fallen from the Hon. Chairman, and in that 
order he would conſider them. It was now, he 
ſaid. more than two years ſince the legiſlature had 
thought proper to cheriſh the public ſpirit of the 
country, and to call upon its ee exertions, by 
the exordium and the enactments of the Volunteer 
Act. Many very honourable bodies of men had 
aſſociated and formed themſelves under that act. 
The Eaſt India Company had not hitherto con- 
ceived itſelf called upon to mix with its civil func- 
tions, and its grave commercial purſuits, any thing 
like a military eſtabliſhment ; but the extraordinary 
and unlooked for events, which had fince taken 
place, the wonderful progreſs of che French arms, 
and the certainty of premeditated invaſion, muſt have 
made their way to the heart of every man capable 
of feeling the value of perſonal or mental treedom. 
It had been forcibly obferved by the deputy Chair- 
man (Mr. Inglis), at the laſt Court, that even a 
partial invaſion might by its firſt ſhock convulle 
the kingdom from one end to the other; nothing 
could prevent ſuch an attempt, or fruſtrate it if 
made, but an efficient military force equal ro the 
exigency and circumſtances of the times. Would 
any one reaſon ſo fondly upon the late ſucceſſes 
of the Imperial arms, as to ſay that imminent 
danger no longer exiſted? He was not, Mr. 
Jackſon ſaid, he was ſure, addreſſings perſons 
whoſe views or underſtanding of paffing events 
were of ſo limited a nature, as to conclude upon ſafe- 
ty, becauſe the laſt ſmile of fortune was ours! ſeri- 
ous indeed he truſted would be the impreſſion of the 
late ſucceſſes upon our general affairs; but what 
contemplative mind was theie which did not foreſee. 
that ch Nations of Europe were about to aſſume 


a new character? the meaneſt capacity might 
| | predict 
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predict many of the meaſures which muſt follow 
this great change in the order of things ! If peace 


were to take place to-morrow, nothing like a 


material reduction of ſtrength would be warrant- 
able; thoſe who met the queſtion fairly, would 
ſay, we muſt in future be a Nation of Soldiers, or a 
Nation of Slaves: a great part of our Coaſt was now 
| bordered by an armed Nation; we too muſt become 
ſuch, if we mean to repel aggreſſion, or to main- 
tain reſpect. By the term armed Nation, Mr. Jack- 
ſon ſaid, he did not mean to convey the idea of vaſt 


ſtanding Armies, the expence of which no State 


could bear, and, ſurrounded by which, no Con- 
ſtitution could be free ; but was there no generous 
medium between ſuch, and peacefu] torpor ? were 
Engliſhmen, of neceſſity, to be either ſunk or loſt 
in ſelfiſh purſuits, or to ſacrifice their Commercial 
to a Military Character? Certainly not, the Vo- 
lunteer Act pointed out a medium, and ſhowed 
how thoſe whoſe manly hearts diſdained ſubjuga- 
tion to any Power under Heaven, who had neither 
forgotten the maxims or loſt the ſpirit of their An- 
ceſtors, and who were not aſhamed of that honeſt 
prejudice which loves and prizes its native land, 
as ſuch, and becauſe it is ſuch, might rally under 
the banners of true patriotiſm and public Piri in 
a way conſiſtent with the moſt ſacred maxims of 
the conſtitution, with ſound diſcretion, and with 
the exiſting laws. Under thoſe impreſſions there- 
fore, he ſhould take the volunteer act for the 
ground work of his motion, and proceed to enquire, 
in the ſecond place, how far the propoſed meaſure 
might operate to the advantage of the company ? 


After having fairly admitted his firſt and chief 
object to be an addition to the efficient force of the 


country, 
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country, Mr. Jackfon hoped the Directors would 


pardon him for ſaying, that if the meaſure was to 


be confined to the protection of their watehouſes, 


by a military eſtabliſhment, he muſt oppoſe it. 
He felt indeed moſt. forcibly, that not only their 
warehouſes, but many other public edifices, had 
been long and raſhly left to a very unequal and 
inefficient protection; the reaſon was, the rooted 
and conſtitutional averſion which the city of Lon- 
don had ever felt to the introduction of regular 
troops ; and it was not till very lately that ſhe conld 
boaſt of a military force, either efficient, or at all 
worthy ot herſelf. He ſhould therefore moſt wil- 
lingly conſent, that the firſt care of theſe volunteers 
ſhould be the premiſes of the Company, while 
they held themſelves ready for greater pur- 
— es, if the times ſhould require their aid, or 
igher conſiderations than thoſe of perſonal pro- 
perty appeal to their courage. He did not mean, 
Mr. Jackſon ſaid, to interfere with the detail of the 
plan; that he wiſhed to leave to the Lirectors, 
and therefore his motion would be general; he 
could rely perfectly upon their diſcreet uſe of the 
authority conveyed them; but one obſervation he 
felt it his indiſpenſible duty to make he dehred to 
be underſtood as expreſſing, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, his objection to any unneceſſary aſſumption 
of military parade. When the officers and men 
were publicly exerciſing, let them be inveſted with 
every military ornament, and all ſuitable appen- 
dages; ſuch were the proper objects of a ſoldier's 
pride; but let the nightly protection of their ware- 
houſes be conſidered as a mere civil function. 
Arms were always kept in thoſe places; theſe men 
would now become expert in their nie, and need 
do nothing more than, in-their turn, retire 8 
| mneir 
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their labour to their nightly ſtation,” But if by the 
term mounting guard over their warehouſes, was 
meant the aſſembling every evening on parade for 
roll-call, and afterwards marching in detachments 
through the ſtreets of London to their different 
ſtations, it would not only be objectionable to 
very many proprietors, and give juſt exception to 
the corporation of London, but perhaps awaken 
the jealouſy and direct the fury of that very popu- 
lace, againſt which, in caſe of tumult or inſur- 
rection, ſhould ſuch diſaſtrous moments arrive, it 
was their profeſſed wiſh. to defend themſelves. 
Rightly conſidered, every true Engliſhman would 
applaud and ſupport the meaſure ; but it behoved 
the Court of Directors, in their wiſdom, not to ſub- | 
ject it to erroneous conſtruction, or falſe inter- ' 
pretation. He had always, he ſaid, endea- | 
voured to inculcate, in that place, what he be- 

lieved to be a correct, and had at length ſeen re- 

ceived as a fixed political axiom among them, 

namely, that the Eaſt India Company lived but in 
the public eſteem. No ſtateſman, who underſtood. ; 
their affairs, or philoſopher, that comprehended 
their inſtitution, but muſt ſee it as one of the 
proudeſt bleſſings that ever enriched a country. 

The. company was in fact but an acting partner 

with the public, which was now admitted into their 

firm, and entitled to a very large portion indeed of 

their profits. The Company had ſtood forward. 

in a moſt honourable way, upon many trying oc- 

caſions, ready to promote the proſperity, to alle- 

viate the burdens and the wants, or contribute to 

the defence ot their country. Let them continue 

ſo to do, and to teſtify, as he truſted they would 

on that day teſtify, their anxious deſire to acquit 


themſelves in a way the moſt conſtitutional and 
‚ conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the rights and privileges of their 
fellow citizens, and he would anſwer for their ever 
finding a ſure ſupport in the general voice of their 
country. „. 4 | 10 2 


As to the laſt point, viz. the legality of defraying 
the expence which might attend the meaſure in 
queſtion, the honourable Chairman, he ſaid, had 
relieved him from the neceſſity of ſupporting that 
part of his propoſition with argument, by having 
declared the readineſs of the Directors to go to par- 
liament for that purpoſe. He begged leave, how- 
ever, to remind the Chairman, that the queſtion 
which had been ſubmitted to the learned autho- 
rities, whoſe opinions had been read, was nat, whe · 
ther the propoſed meaſure was legal under the 
volunteer act, but as formerly ſuggeſted by his ho- 
nourable friend, (Mr. Henchman), whether the 
Company could legally defray the expence, con- 
ſiſtent with the ſtrict appropriations of their terri- 
torial revenue and commercial profits, under the 
act of the 33d of his preſent majeſty. Upon that 
it ſeemed that the learned gentlemen had dif- 
fered. He was not, he ſaid, himſelf diſpoſed to 


obtrude a profeſſional opinion; but he had no 


heſitation in faying, that ſound policy reqnired, 
that in all caſes of doubt, reſpecting grants of mo- 
ney they ſhould go boldly to parliament, as the 
proper method of conſulting their eo partners, 


the public; beſides, he thonght they could not 


ſer” too many guarbs round their funds, or. throw 
too many impediments in the way of extra diſburfe- 
ments from their treatury, Mr. Jackſon ſaid, 
that he had only to add his with tnat the Court 
of Directors might be requeſted to conſult with 
his Majeſty's miniſteis on the moſt Tu _ 
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effeftual means of carrying into execution the pleas 
ſure of the Court. This would not only furniſhchem 
with the means of doing away any little difficulties, 
ill-founded jealouſies which might ariſe, but enable 
the Directors to ſet an example to the whole king- 
dom; which; he could not help flattering = 
(If, would be followed with equal alaerity 
effeck. Mr. Jackſon concluded Www moving — 
following reſobution,/ ) a 9 202 02 
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* That this Court, Wliug the neceſt there is at this 
important criſis for adding, by every conſtitutional means, 
52. the. eficient force of the country, doth approve of the 

anshtrable the Court of Diretors making an application 
ff Nis Majeſty's leave to taiſe two reviments-of v unteers, 
ſubject to the proviſions of an Act of Parliament, paſſed i in 


a year of his preſent Majeſty, entituled 
& for enc Quraging and diſciplining uch corps or 
com )anhics of W 5 ſhall voluntarily enroll themſelves 


defence of heir Counties, Towns, or Coaſts, of 


2 the n nnn of the kingdom during WH preſent 
3 Pp 


45 Apt at the ſame time bumbly is to his Ma- 
Jeſt; wiſh of this Court, that * beg two regiments 
mall be' confidergd/as more eſpecially raifed for the better 
ſecuring the warehouſes of the Eaft India puny. * 


„ And e it ſhould appear, that the expences atter 
ing the faid two regiments cannot he legally defrayed ou 
N the funds of the Company, this Court doth Arſene 
to the Court of Directors, to apply cn e em 
authority for that purpoſe. 


4. And that this Court doth re ueſt 6 r 4 
irectors, to confalt his Majeſty 8 geek on the 


— ſpeedy and effectual mode YL curing this meaſure 
into execution. 


Mr. Henchmay ſaid, he roſe to ſecond the mo- 
tion, as the doubts and objections he had ar firſt 
entertained on the ſubject were in a great meaſure 
done 
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done away, by the very proper way in which it 
was now 1ntroduced, and by the alteration; which 
had been made in the plan. It would do the Com- 
pany credit to ſtand forward in the manner in 
which they were now about to do, viz. for the 
defence of the country, its conſtitution, and laws; 
and he truſted no man would enter into the corps, 
but with a perfect conviction that he was liable 
to be called out into actual ſervice in caſe of emer - 
gency, and his mind made up to that poſſible 
circumſtance. IE et hd 
Ends y Ae r qt. 
Mr. Watſon ſaid, he could not wholly agtee 
wich the motion, as it involved more in it than 
met the ear; the ſubject naturally reſolved/itfelf 
into three points, which he ſtated; but two ma:- 
ters had eſcaped the notice of the Court, the power 
of embodying and raiſing the regiments, and pay- 
ing the expence—and the duration of the plan. 
If peace occured, what was to become of the re- 
giments? He had great doubts of the legal rights 
of the Company to pay the expence, under the 
33d of the King; and, with all due humility he 
ſpoke it, he feared his Majeſty himſelf had not 
a right to authorize the keeping up of the regi- 
ments, when the war was at at end; becauſe, if 
they looked to the 'preamble of the Mutiny Act, 
they would find, that it was limited to the exiſting 
regiments ; and, conſiſtent with that act, his Ma- 
jeſty could not grant permiſſion for an increaſe of 
what muſt be deemed a ſtanding army. t 


The Chairman in reply ſaid, that the learned 
gentleman was under a miſtake; the regiments 
were intended to be governed by the proviſions 


of the volunteer act, and all corps raiſed under 
that 
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that ſtatute would ceaſe with the war; but if there. 
were any illegality in the plan, he had already 
ſtated, that an application would be made to par- 
liament, to give it their ſanction and authority. 


Mr. Alderman Luſbington ſpoke much in favour 
of the intended plan, which he conſidered as high- 
ly patriotic and public ſpi, ited, and greatly to the 
credit of the Company. He hoped therefore the 
— his learned friend would - paſs with the 
molt perfect unanimity ; becauſe ; undoubtedH 
the beſt ground for expecting a reaſonable, Guſt, 
and; permanent peace, was to reſort. immediately 
to active preparation for war, and at all events be 
ready to face the worſt poſſible danger. The al- 
derman obſerved, thatfit would naturally be expe&- 
ed, that he ſhould be alive to every thing that con- 
cerned the City. If he had ſeen any thing about 
tobe adopted that was at all likely to affe& the 
intereſts of the corporation of London, he certainly 
ſhould have held it his indiſpenſible duty to object 
to it; but in the, preſent inſtance he ſaw no reafon 
to be in the ſmalleſt degree alarmed. On the con- 
trary, he believed, that if occaſion required, and 
the two intended regiments were called into ſervice 
in the city, they would not, ſo employed, excite 
the leaſt jealouſy, or uneaſineſs. In the rendering 
ſuch a plan practicable, and carrying it into exe- 
cution, every poſſible attention to the rights of the 
city of London ought aſſuredly, and he had 
no doubt would be duly paid. He agreed with 
his learned friend, that the plan, as amended, 
was placed on conſtitutional ground; and as to the 
queſtion of legality, in reſpect to the raiſing the 
regiments, , and defraying the expence, and the 
| N exiſtence 
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Exiſtence of the corps, the Chairman had fally 
obviated every difficulty; 


Mr. Durant did not mean, be faid, to eee 
much of the time of the court. He frankly con- 
feſſed that he had come down with an intention 
to oppoſe the plan as it was annbunced at the laſt 
court; but he felt ſo much ſatisfied with what had 
fallen from the learned Gentleman (Mr. Jachn), 
and with the conſtitutional and comprehenſive 
Reſolution he had propoſed, chat he ſhould give 
it his moſt hearty. ſupport: © Poſſibly the ' few 
words he had N to ſay might og upon him 
the odious character of an Alarmift. He would 


not, however, refrain from ſtating his ſentiments, 


being convinced that Alarmiſts, of which deſcrip- 
tion he confeſſed himſelf to be one, had contri- 
buted in an eminent degree to cauſe the general 
tranquillity of the country that had prevailed for 
the laſt twelve months. Had not the Alarmiſts 
manifeſted their apprehenſions, poſſibly the two 
celebrated Bills, Wach paſſed early in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, would not have been thouglit 


of; and that they were wiſe and ſalutary meaſures 
experience had amply proved. With regard to 


the threatened deſcent of the enemy on theſe 
e he was not an Alarmiſt. It was in 
reſpect to the introduction of their principles, and 
not of their armies, that he felt any 'reaſoriable 
ground of apprehenſion. He verily believed, if 
any giveo number of Frenchmen, if even Five 
Hundred Thouſand were to effect a landing on our 
coaſt, they would rue the day that they ſet foot 
onthe Engliſh ſhore, as not a man of them 
would probably retutn to France to relate the 
melancholy 
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melancholy fate of his companions; and if money 
was wanted on ſuch an emergency, he had no 
doubt but that Fifty Millions might be immedi- 
ately raiſed to meet the exigency of the occaſion, 


Mr. Durant added ſome obſervations, tending 


to ſhew that the Reſolution of his learned friend, 


and the unanimous adoption of it, would add 
to the ſpirit of every Volunteer Corps in the 
kingdom. 


Mr. Impey ſaid, he meant not to take up two 
minutes of the time of the Court, but he could not 
reſiſt delivering his ſentiments and approbation of 
ſo ſpirited and wiſe a meaſure, he concurred, he 
ſaid, with almoſt every ſentence which had been 
uttered by his learned friend (Mr. Jackſon) and 
thought that the footing en which the plan was 
now placed, was a very great improvement of it. 


Mr. Minſhall coincided in opinion with Mr. 


\ Jackſon in his ſentiments completely, and thought 


the .plan, as amended, was every way proper; 
he therefore heartily approved it. He declared, 
it had afforded him much pleafure to hear the 
Company's domeſtic Officers and Servants ſpoken 
of in ſuch high and handſome terms from the 
chair. Many of them who had ferved the Com- 
pany. for years faithfully and ably, having families, 
were entitled to conſideration, and deferved a li- 
beral increaſe of income proportionate to their 
ſervices and ſituation. Of this he was convinced, 
that if the Company's Officers and Clerks at home 
had not had an increafe of ſalary within the courſe _ 
of the paſt ten years, they muſt either have had 


too much ten years ago, or they received too 


little now. 


The 


1 


The queſtion was at length put, and carried 
with the unanimous approbation of a crouded 
court. | e 
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AT a General Court of Proprietors held 
September 28th. The Chairman announced a mea- 
ſure that had been agreed on by the Directors, and 
highly approved of by his Majeſty's miniſters, viz. 
To raiſe two Regiments of Volunteers from 
among the ſervants of the Company—the privates 
to conſiſt of their Porters; the non- commiſſioned 
officers of thoſe who were called Commodores or 
head porters; the commiſſioned officers to be choſen 
from their clerks, and the field officers from the 
Directors. The privates to be drilled at their 
leifure hours, and to be paid for their extra at- 
tendance. The commiſſioned officers to be paid 
only when called out. Theſe volunteers when em- 
bodied to mount guard nightly over their houſe and 
warehouſes, to be ſubject to be called out by the Lord 
Mayor, in cafes of riot, tumult, or inſurrection, and 
by his Majeſty incaſe of invaſion, and thatwhen called 
out in either of theſe caſes, they ſhould be paid by 
the Crown, and be ſubject to the mutiny act, and 
to martial law; in the mean time the officers were 
to receive commiſſions from the King, and the 
whole to be cloathed in uniform, and to be called 
the Roval Eaſt-India Volunteers, 
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The Chairman in recommending the plan, went 
into a view of the political ſtate of the times, and 
the financial ſtate of the Company, ſhewing that 
the one demanded the aid in queſtion, and that the 
other could well ſupport it. He ſtated the immenſe | 
amount of property contained in the warehouſes 
which was progreſſively increaſing owing to the 


flouriſhing ſtateof the Company's commerce, upon 


which he particularly dwelt and concluded with his 
belief that there was no friend to his country, or good 
citizen, but would applaud the meaſure, and by 
expreſſing his hope that the whole kingdom would 
feel itſelf called upon to follow their example, — 
He then read the plan from the Chair, ſtated che 
conferences which had taken place with miniſters 
2 with the Lord Mayor upon the ſubject, as alſo 
the expence which he eſtimated at 14,0001. the 
firſt year, and about 4 or $goool. per ann. after- 
wards cxcluſive of cloathing. , | 


It was contended by the Proprietors in point of 
form, that however laudable the undertaking might 
be, that no reſolution could be come to reſpecting 
it on that day, as according to the law of che 
Company no reſolution carrying with it it a grant, 
of money on any extraordinary occalion could be 

greed on without fourteen days notice, this point- 

Br ſome argument to ſhew that the occalion was 
not extraordinary was conceeded to the proprie- 
tors. ö | 


The only obſervation made upon the plan itſelf, 
was upon that part of it which ſuhjected the India 
Volunteers to be called out at the pleaſure of the 
Lord Mayor to quell riots, &c. The conſe- 
quences which might follow ſuch a power, were 

8 | forcibly 
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forcibly deprecated by Mr, Jackſon, who while he 
addmitted, that they could have no right to act in 
the city without conſent of the Lord Mayor, con- 
tended that their own Chairman and deputy Chair- 
man ought to be judges of the occaſion that ſhould 
calltheir men from the immediate protection of their 
valuable premiſes, to mix in civilbroils. The greater 
part of thoſe premiſes he ſaid were out of the city and 
conſeqnently without its controul, ſhould a Ma- 
giſtrate be led haſtily to call them out, and blood 
be ſhed ; he aſked if from that moment the dan- 
ger to their premiſes inſtead of being removed by 
this meaſure would not be greatly increaſed ? He 
reminded the Court of the odium that long attach - 
ed to the third regiment of guards, on account 
of the death of ycung Allen, although both men 
and officers were innocent inſtruments in the 
hands of the law ; if ſuch an accident ſhould hap- 
pen to the India volunteers, might it not light ſuch 
a flame in the popular mind, as would only ſub- 
fide in the deſtruction of thoſe premiſes which 
they were ſo anxious to preſerve, Men who were 
ſoldiers by choice or by profeſſion, and who 
aſſociated or were formed for the exprefs purpoſe 
of ſupporting the civil magiſtrate ſhould be firſt 
called vupcn. Mr. Jackſon ſhewed the ſtrength 
at the command of the Lord Mayor, he ſtated 
the numbers of the London Volunteer Horſe, and 
of the Artillery company, and to the gentlemen of 
both corps he - paid the higheſt compliments for 
their ſervices ony many important occaſions, and 
laſt though not leaſt, he ſaid he deſired to notice 
the London militia, as fine a body of men as any 
in the ſervice of their country. Theſe he ſaid were 
in fact the proper offspring or at leaſt the adopted 
children of the city; their officers being all 

| | freemen 
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freemen or the ſons; of freemen and whoſe two 
Colouels, the Commiſſioners, of Lieutenancy had 
made a point of choofing from the magiltracy, 
Theſe gentlemen of whoſe general reſpectability 
and exertions, he ſaid he could not ſpeak too 
highly, as if conſcious that after the obloquy which 
had fallen upon the old London militia, this 
new corps would not ſtart with others upon 
even terms, had addreſſed themſelves . to the 
training of the men with ſuch indefatigable at- 
tention, and had made ſuch progreſs in their 
diſcipline as conſidering the extraordinary dif- 
ficulties which had -been thrown in their way, was 
truly ſurpriſing ; the officers neither diſcouraged 
by the wretchedneſs of their accommodation in 

int of ground {having been refuſed admittance 
by the Artillery company to that groupd which 
time out of mind had been conſidered as belong- 
ing to the corporation of London and appro- 
priated to the uſe of their militia) or diſhearten- 
ed by oppoſition of a different nature, (which 
which he was happy to ſee dying fait away) 


had thought only of their duty, and had nearly 


enabled the Commiſſioners to diicharge that ob- 
ligation which the Legiſlature had impoſed upon 
them, of having ready at all times at a moments no- 
tice upon requiſition from the Lord Mayor or three 
Alderman, a ſufficient force to fupport the ciyil 
7 As the company's troops could not there- 
ore in all probability be neceſſary for that pur- 
par, he hoped they wonld be exempted from 


. 


ſuch a call without the conſent of the Chair- 


"4 


man and deputy Chairman,—The Court evi- 
dently - concurring with Mr. Jackſon, it was 
agreed to poſtpone the further conſideration of 
= queſtion for fourteen days agreeably to the 
ye-law which had been cited, 


